Daughters

Many liberal Jews do not announce the gender of their child, until the actual naming ceremony, lest
people decide not to attend the naming ceremony of a baby girl, because it is not seen as important
as a bris (the circumcision ceremony). If anything, I feel it’s the bris should be done in private (if one
chooses to do one at all), since no one should take pleasure in a baby’s pain. To begin to rectify this
deep imbalance between ceremonies, which exists even in liberal communities, I've begun to
compose liturgy specifically celebrating the birth of girls. This Amihai-like poem questions why girls

are never born and named in the Bible:

The Disappearance of Women mnbyl ovwn
In the Torah, Men are born 0°7791 0723 77N
Women, however, appeat, like God o772y 3 ,niXy W) IR
From Nowhere oipn 0wy
Jacob had a daughter N2 a7791 APy
But she disappeared silently TRRI KT DR
One day all women shall leave, m2yn owad TN ab

And then what will happen to the Torah? 239V ®an o ,mInm



