
Daughters 

Many liberal Jews do not announce the gender of their child, until the actual naming ceremony, lest 

people decide not to attend the naming ceremony of a baby girl, because it is not seen as important 

as a bris (the circumcision ceremony). If anything, I feel it’s the bris should be done in private (if one 

chooses to do one at all), since no one should take pleasure in a baby’s pain. To begin to rectify this 

deep imbalance between ceremonies, which exists even in liberal communities, I’ve begun to 

compose liturgy specifically celebrating the birth of girls. This Amihai-like poem questions why girls 

are never born and named in the Bible: 

 

The Disappearance of Women נשים נעלמות 

 
In the Torah, Men are born ֵּ יםד ֵּל ֵּוֹיםֵּנר ֵּב ֵּהֵּגְר ֵּוֹתב 
Women, however, appear, like God ֵּ יםה ֵּוֹלא ֵֵּּוֹמת,ֵּכּוֹציםֵּצ ֵּש ֵּנ ֵֵּּךְא 
From Nowhere ֵּ םוֹקםֵּמ ֵּוּשּׁמ 
Jacob had a daughter ְֵּתֵּהֵּב ֵּד ֵּלְֵּוֹנ בקֺע ֵּי ֵּל 
But she disappeared silently ָהמ ֵּלְֵּא ֵּיאֵּנ ֵּלֵּה ֵּב ֵּא 
One day all women shall leave,  הנ ֵּבְֵּוֹזע ֵּיםֵּתּש ֵּנ ֵּדֵּה ֵּח ֵּםֵּא ֵּוֹי 
And then what will happen to the Torah? 

 
 ?יה ֵּל ֵּאֵּע ֵּה ֵּתְֵּּהֵּמ ֵּה,ֵּר ֵּוֹתּה ֵּוְֵּ

 


